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COURSE INFORMATION
Please only sign up for one course per semester

STUDENT’S 1st COURSE SELECTION
Semester:

Fall 2020

Spring 2021

Fall 2020

Spring 2021

STUDENT’S 2nd COURSE SELECTION
Semester:

Fall 2020

Spring 2021

BIAS BEWARE: THE HISTORY OF MEDIA AND PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Social Studies Elective – Fall Semester Only
“The most trusted name in news.”-CNN, “Fair and balanced.”-Fox News, “All the news
that’s fit to print.”-New York Times. This course will examine the use of mass media by
presidential candidates throughout American history. It will start with the penny press,
which was used in America’s earliest elections and continue through the use of radio,
television, and the Internet. Students will analyze the impact of media in presidential
campaigns and design various campaign messages using different forms of media.
There will be an emphasis on the Internet and use of social media in the most recent
presidential elections.

ADVENTURES IN PROGRAMMING
Science Elective – Spring Semester Only
This course will introduce students to the basics of software engineering and
programming languages. Students will work collaboratively on applying the skills
they learn to design and create basic computer programs. They will explore how to
annotate text using HTML, create and evaluate basic computer algorithms, and
explore syntax and grammar underlying many programming languages. This
introductory course will allow students to explore several visual programming
languages.

INTRODUCTION TO ANTHROPOLOGY
Social Studies Elective – Fall Semester Only
Anthropology has been described as an investigation into who we are now, where we
came from, and how we got to be the way we are today. In this course, students will be
introduced to this “holistic” social science and gain an understanding of what culture
is, how it is similar and different for humans living in groups, and how it can be
identified and compared. The course will develop students’ inquiry skills as they use
observation, questioning, interviewing, and narrative storytelling to begin to answer
the questions: What is a culture? What is/are my culture(s)? How are elements of a
culture transmitted from generation to generation? What causes cultural continuity?
What brings about cultural change? What story do I want to tell about my culture/
cultures? Finally, students will choose how to tell the story they have researched, using
one of a variety of digital storytelling techniques to share their work with the class.
SPORTS MANAGEMENT, MEDIA, MARKETING, AND ANALYSIS
Math Elective – Fall Semester Only
Does sports management have a role in your future? According to Forbes Magazine,
despite tough economic times, sport-related industries are still expected to grow 3-5% a
year over the next decade. How can you decide if a sports-related major is the right
choice for you? What might working in a sports-related field be like? Where does
mathematics fit within the fabric of this industry? This course will help answer these
questions and more. Students will learn about the action that takes place off the field or
court by exploring management – What might it be like to be a general manager of a
professional sports team? What are the roles and responsibilities of a college athletic
director or facilities manager of a sports arena? How can the use of statistics better
inform the decision making process? Through an examination of sports marketing, we
will learn about related products, their role in the marketplace, and how athletes and
products are promoted. In addition we will discuss some of the ways in which statistics
are utilized to gain the winning edge. As we study we will learn about sports video,
radio, analytics, photography, and other roles that make the sports entertainment
industry one of the most profitable in the world.
GAMING THE STORY: WRITING A VIDEO GAME NARRATIVE
English/Literacy Elective - Fall Semester Only
Do you find time slipping through your fingers every time you pick up a game
controller? Have you ever forgotten to eat or lost sleep because you couldn’t put that
controller down? This course is for you! Learn how video game story-writers design
immersive experiences that capture our attention. The narrative structure of gaming
provides the story-teller with new obstacles and opportunities. In this course we will
be designing a video game narrative. Instead of focusing on programing or graphic
design, we will be focused on how the building blocks of fiction--character
development, inciting forces, setting, plot structures, dialogue--create motivation and
immersive gameplay. You’ll be learning the tools of this industry along the way:
pitches, scriptwork, and twine.

BEYOND MINDFULNESS
Social Studies Elective –Spring Semester Only
The Beyond Mindfulness course was designed to help students create the space in
their lives for authentic learning and self-discovery through exploring the
foundational concepts of mindfulness and meditation. This course will explore the
historic roots of these practices from an Eastern and Western cultural standpoint
and students will be introduced to Buddhism, Western Monasticism, and interreligious contemplative practices. The course will look at the application of these
concepts through the modern day application of mindfulness using activities like
yoga and meditation, and will offer students reflective tools for examining their
own lives. Topics covered will include silence and solitude, voice and vocation,
and compassion and caring.
FAKE NEWS AND OTHER HOT TOPICS
Social Studies Elective – Spring Semester Only
Fake News, Trolls, and bots have influenced and changed the way we view and
understand the world around us. In this course, students will explore the
surprising history of propaganda fake news, the fracturing of modern media, and
the 24 hour news cycle. Students will evaluate different sources of media and their
impacts on free societies. Finally, students will better understand how the Internet,
computing, and company algorithms have led to the balkanization of political
opinion in the United States.
CHOICE OR DESTINY: FADS, TRENDS & PHENOMENA
Math Elective- Spring Semester Only
Is there order in phenomena? Are there predictors? What makes a fad, a fad and a
trend, a trend? What's the tipping point? In this course, you will explore the world
of fads, trends and phenomena in today’s society. You will research fads, trends
and phenomena, conduct statistical/quantitative analysis, use data to predict
longevity and present on how and why your trend will be “the next big thing”.

